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Dear Jim:

Enclosed is the addition to the lrlild Horse Ridge Exploration Plan
which outlines the drilling activities to be performed at the
proposed portal site. ble hope that this information is sufficient
to grant us permission to construct the exploration road as well as
perform drilling activities on the site.

Listed below are responses to four questions concerning the explo-
ration plan presented to me by Cy Young on August 11.

1. Soil will be pushed to the side of the road on flat
areas and on the steep slope areas the soil will
become overcast material. Topsoil will be salvaged
on flat areas during the Class II road construction.

2. The maximum amount of disturbance resulting from the
. exploration road will not exceed thirty acres.

3. Ihe life of the exploration road is dependent upon
D0GM granting Beaver Creek Coal Company a permit to
mine. At that time the road will be upgraded to
Class II standards to be used for the life of the mine.

4. Three vegetation communities will be impacted in varying
degrees. Every effort will be made to save large trees
where possible. The vegetation types are as follovvs:

1. Streams'ide Comrnunity consisting of l,lhite-fir,
Douglas-fir, Narrowleaf Cottonwood' Big Tooth
Map1e, Woods Rose and a small community of Ponderosa
Pi ne.

2. Conifer Community consisting of Pinon JuniP€ro
White-fir, Bristle Cone Pine, Douglas-fir, Mountain
Mahogany, Serv'iceberry, and Wjnterfat.

3. Mixed Bunch Grass consisting of various wheatgrasses'
bl uegrasses, and fescues.

AN,rc0-6197



If vou should
prolided for

have any questions regarding the
the exploration plan, please call

additional information
me at 303-575-7548.

David R. Chenoweth
Coordi nator
Permits and Compliance

DRC/pjm

cc: Robi son
Parker

D.
T.



EX PLORATION DR I LL I IIG PROPOS

I^JI LI} HORSE P.I DGT

EIIERY COUNTY, UTAI-{ AUtj 198 jl3

OBJECTIVE:
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Beaver Creek Coal Company requests approval to drill upto tvro vertical and one
horizontal hole. The holes will not exceed 600 feet in length. All dril'l 'i ng

will be on fee leases. The intent of the drilling proposal js to determine
the Blind Canyon seam coal thickness, quality, and extent of burning in the
portal area. The location of the holes are shown on the attached map.

SCHEDULE:

The drilling will begin after the exploratjon road is constructed. This is
anticipated to be duri ng the end of September or ear'ly 0ctober of 1982. The
dri I 1 i ng program wi I I I ast approximately two weeks.

EQU rPllEllT :

The holes vrill be drilled with either an air-rotary rig mounted on a tandem
axle truck 0r an Atlas-Copco electric-rotar-v drill mounted on a skid. Either
drill will use a 2500 ga11on water lruck to supply vrater. An air compressor
0r diesel generator will be used. Pickups and ieeps will be used to haul men

and mi scel I aneous suppl i es.

OPERATION PROCEDURI

Cores will be taken of the Blind Canyon seam to determine quality, washability'
and strength. Cores of the roof and floor of the coal seam will be tested for
strengths .

Water for drilling operations will be taken frorn the Huntington Canyon # 4

lline water system in llill Fork Canyon. Sufficient water shares are owned
by Beaver Creek Coal Company i n the Hunt'ington, Cl evel and Irri gati on Company

to supply the lvater requi rements for dri l1 i ng and the mi ne.

Two 5 x 10 foot pits for drilljng fluids will be constructed at each rotary
drill site. These pits will be lined s0 as to prevent drjlfing fluids from
entering the groundwater or surface waters. The drill sites will be approx-
imately 50 x 75 feet in size. Precautjons will be taken to prevent game

from falling in pits.

REHABILITATION

The holes wi'l I not be cased, except for an appropri ate colJar. A 10-foot
cement surface p'l ug wi I I be pl aced i n the top of the hol e. Upon compl eti on

of each hole, the pits wi ll be pumped dry and backfilled. A1 I trash will be

removed f rom the s'ite.
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